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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

GNEIST'S PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY,

THE STUDENT'S HIRTORY OF TAE lwgu:a P. n-
Dr. RUDOLY GXEIT.

LIAMENT. 'IL
rewritben, ‘with & complets Iadex, by
m&&.!‘.&ﬂl 8vo., pp. 402 G. P,

The value of Dr. Gneist's writings on English
sonstitutional history has long been resognizcd,
and few of his works are of greater use to the
student them this. To the ehoracteristic thorough-
pess of his nation he adds s breadth of view un- | ine
doubtedly sssisted by the freedom of An inde-
Mﬂtwﬂook.udmodmntmhhnw
crease of suggestiveness in his judgmenta which
Qifferentiates him from nearly &ll the English
oconstitutional historians. Dr. Gnelst. places him-
self no solid ground st the outset by peroelviug
that the Britisb Constitution is not a perfected
machine which can be regarded as & model and be
safely followed : but that it is rather 8 machine
constantly in progress toward perfection, mutable,
elnstia snd owing its endurance far more to il
facility in adaptation than to any inherent virtues.
The clear peroeption of this truth gives the writer
a desided initial advantage, and enables him to
preat English Parliamentary development in &
sclentific and enlightensd manner.

In ene point enly do his eonclusions proveke
doubt and dissent. His German habit of thought
Is probably at the bottom of what he says ahout
the inseparability of Church and State, but how-
pver the opinlon grew It ls pot sound Had Dr.
Gneist sufficiently studied the institutions of this
republio he would have satisfied himself that the
neosssity for union between Ohneeh and Btate,
which he postulntes, s an imaginary necessity
more, that 1t 1s s fallacy submission to which has
Incalculably retarded European development, po-

litical. solentifie, moral and soofal: and that oon-

sequently the tendepcy in Englisb politics whioh
he contemplates with serious misgiving s perhaps
the most wholesome and benefloent that nation
has manifested for many years. Dr Guelst muin-
tains that it is impossible to separate the religious
man from the politieal man. 1118 own historical
studies should bave taught him better. It has not
peldom been found possible to effect a far more
unlikely kind of separation, namely that of the
moral man from the religlous man: and this
startling separation has oecourred, and without
Any special strain, at every access of bigotry and
fntolerance fssuing In persecution. The capacity
of human nature for holding in solution the most
antagonistic systems of thought and at the same
time avoiding the normal c¢bullition to be expected
from the attempt to unite them clemically, bos
ever been the wonder of philosopbers. But in
truth there never was a time in the world's history
when the difieulty of effecting & separation b
tween the political man and the religious man wus
less than st present ; for while on the one hand the
fntiuence of principle in polities Is less than former-
ly, on the other hand the control exc relsed by

religious orgunizations in public affuirs has never |

been so feeble.  Considering all the eireumstances
the complete separation of COhurch and State,
which has long been foreshadowed, might be
thought already prepared for and in a speciul
munner fucilitated, Ly the weakening of the prin-
eipal forces which must inevitably oppose the
movenent,

Dr. Gneist’s views on the spread of democracy
fn Great Britain are not mercly conservative, but
foreboding.  He Is not exactly a pessimist, for he
professes belief In the ultimate triumph of * the
moral and legnl consciousness of the nation™ ; but
be holds that the wenther forecast of the upmmu Is
ing future points only to storms=" possibly vio-
lent, far-resching, long-lasting tempests.” He
thinks the system of governmwent by rival punrlin-
mentary parties will soon become fmpructicable ;
that faetion, in the natural course of events, will
diso 2o purty: that religious faction will be
pdded 1o pulitical and so increase the conlusion;
that all attemjts on the present lines to govern
Trelnnd or pacify It, will fail; and that eventuully
nationnl coliercnee will huve to be revived by re-
newlng the life and Inluence of the local com-
mutes of parishes.  The book is full of interest
and suggstion. Many of the views are not less
penetrating than fresh, Professor Keane hus
given it a good English dress, and it takes |ts
place nmong the most valuable and indispensable
of students’ histories,
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